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YES, BUT 
MIYAZAKI-SAN, 
| WE'RE ALSO 
| THE SAME AGE 


YES, I THINK 
MIYA-MIYA'S 
REACHED THE 
NEXT LEVEL. 





WHY NOT!!? 
WE'RE THE 
SAME AGE!! 
I'M BIGGER 
THAN HER!! 


EWW, NO!! 
I DON'T 
WANT TO 

BE A TOTAL 

BEGINNER!! 


uP WITH 
wo SATORIN 
wh, 
wet 


SHE'S BEEN 
LIKE THIS SINCE 
THAT PRACTICE 

MEET WITH 





MIYA-MIYA! 
TRAIN WITH 
ME!! 


BEING 
HARD ON. 


piusere. if 
. WHAT A 
MAN, | / 
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: LIGA = 
yy 
aed 
\. \\\ me For 
>\ SAKE... 
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KIRINO, 
SPEAKING 
OF THAT 





KAMASAKI 
HIGH MEET... 










\" 
THE USUAL 





KOJIRO- 
SENSEI WAS 
PRETTY COOL 










KOJIRO- 
SENSE! WE 
KNOW. THERE? 






SENSEI'S } 
ALWAYS BEEN A 
LIKE THAT. | 
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BURN/SH 
ACADEMY. |} 


CHECK IT OUT! 
THIS IS AWESOME! 





NOT AS 
MUCH AS 


ERINA 
SAWAMIYA! 


FOR HAVING 

THEIR NAME 

IN THE TITLE, 
DY 


SEEMS TO 
CARE IF THEY 


G’_RYOUKO- 
Zz CHAN'S WAY 
A\eS CUTER! 





IT'S AIMED 
TOWARD 
STUDENTS, 
SO PEOPLE IN 
MIDDLE AND 
HIGH SCHOOL 


THE SHOW 
IS HOSTED 
BY BURNING 


ACADEMY |S 
A VARIETY 





YOU KNOW 
HOW THERE'S 
| THAT SEGMENT 





TIME THEY 
RED 


OTHER MEMBER: 
AND EVENTUALLY COVE 
D)\ WON A GAME IN A A GIRLS’ 
TOURNAMENT. BASKETBALL 
TEAM WITH 


+. SENT THEM 
A PICTURE OF 
MIYAKO-CHAN. 





+-OKAME TV, 
SAYING THEY 


THE TEAM! 


MIND 
UNLOCKING 
THE DOOR 
FOR ME? 


wow! so 
THEY WANT 
TO PUT OUR 
CLUB ON 
WI? 


KOJIRO- 
SENSEI! 





IT MUST 
HAVE BEEN 


I'LL BET 
IT DREW 
THEIR 


I WAS JUST 
TALKING WITH 


ACADEMY |S 
INTERESTED 
IN FILMING. 


IT MUST BE 
BECAUSE 
MIYAZAKI- 
SAN IS SO 

BEAUTIFUL. 
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PAPERS: SIGNUP 





COMPLETELY 
FOR IT!! 


a ik 
AS) 


2D 





This cool, 
intelligent 
actress burst . promising 
into the new talent 
nation’s living who made 
rooms when she a big splash 
played the with her 
heroine in last commercial 
year’s hit drama, this 
Kiyomura-san iP i 
and Suginokouji- \Y 
san}! f 





ANNOUNCER 


([/\ wHo acts 


AS THE 
ASSISTANT. 


i ‘ 
ARMOR: TEAM RYOUKO ARMOR: TEAM ERINA 


THAT'S 
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| SAKAKI! 
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+50 DON'T 
GET YOUR 
HOPES UP. 








CHAPTER SO 
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WE SHOULD 
HANG OUT 


ATMY te 
HOUSE AND {i 





TAMA /S 
STARTLED BY 
THE SUDDEN 
ONRUSH OF 
CLASSMATES 
WHO USUALLY 
DON'T GIVE 
HER THE TIME 
OF DAY. 


FINALLY, Wow! I 
A BIT OF HOPE OUR 
GLORY FOR Hore OUR 


THIS BORING ON TVIE 


WE'RE ALL fs 
ROOTING 
FOR YOu! 





/ ty . y | 
WE'RE TALKING S:'/ | NOTHING'S 
ABOUT! THEY'LL Y:::{ \ ly BEEN 
BE COMING a \\ i FINALIZED, 
TO FILMOUR / 3: SEE? 
KENDO TEAM! ( & 





me THER,_{ 
LITTLE PIGGY, 
SQUEALING” 
ALL OF [OUR // 

ECRET 








Mob Ube 


v 
DONT "Dow 


vA LITTLE 
BIT OF 

BURN/ISH 

ACADEMY. 





\ EVERY WEEK, 


SO SHE'LL 
BRING IT IN. 


SS 
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HT) 
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rd 


mY 
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EVEN MIYA 
HERSELF 





“eT WROTE IT 
ALL OVER MY 
ARM WITH A 
PERMANENT 
MARKER 
SO THAT I 
WOULDN'T 
FORGET! 
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THAT 


HAT 
OULD ae 
] WE'RE 











YEAH, THEY 
USED TO 
JUST HAVE A 
FEW CAMEOS 
FROM ERINA 
SAWAMIYA, 
AND NOW 
SHE'S A MAIN 
PART OF THE 


(WHEE 





WHAT DO 
YOU MEAN, 
KIRINO? 


you're | 
PLENTY 
cute! 


REALLY, 
KOJIRO- 
SENSEI? 


Al 
LUTELY! 








I'VE SPENT 
SO MUCH TIME 
WATCHING 
NOTHING BUT 
ANIME THAT I 
HAVE NO IDEA 
WHO THESE 
FAMOUS 
PEOPLE ARE... 


Taniguchi-san 
is starring in 
the newest hit 
show in the 9 
o’clock slot on 
our network, 
Ochugen Cop! 


BURNING 
DASH ARE 
THE HOSTS 


SINCE THEY 


») f / 
ny ff iy 
ONLY FILM A & i _ 
FEW SHOTS \ is 
IN THE STUDIO. De 





AND THEY 
WANT 


TO HAVE 
MIYA-MIYA 
ON THIS 
SECTION, 
HUH? 


CAN SAY THE 
FULL NAMES 





IT'S A VERY 
FREE-FORM 
SEGMENT. THEY 
DO THINGS 
WHICHEVER 
WAY THEY 
WANT. 


THAT'S 

NOT AS 
FUN FOR 

THE TV 
AUDIENCE. 


WELL, YOU 
CAN'T SEE A 
GIRL'S FACE 
WITH A MEN 

COVERING 

\ IT UP 

















THEY GO 
RIGHT TO 
THE SCHOOL 
AND FILM 
THEM BUSY AT 
PRACTICE... 


+OR CALL THEM 

TO THE STUDIO 
AND HAVE THEM 
COMPETE AGAINST 
OTHER SCHOOLS 
OR CELEBRITIES. 





YOU START 


IF THEY 
CAN GET CLEAR 


HELMETS SO 
PEOPLE CAN 


AHHH, RIGHT... 
% A AN a 


THIS 1S 
PRETTY 





- entitled 
Piercing 
Love, this 


Piercing 
Love! In 
theaters 
this July... 


ALL ABOUT 
THE ADS. 





GEEZ, NOT 
AGAIN! 


TALK ABOUT 
SHOVING IT 
DOWN OUR 
THROATS! 


See us in 
person 


AND 
ON OTHER 
SHOWS, ALL 
THEY HAVE 
IS ADS FOR 
THIS SHOW. 


ARE THEY 
TRYING TO 
RUN A TV 
PROGRAM 
OR ADVER- 


PRINCIPAL 
AND 


TO DECIDE. 


Burning 

Dash is 

putting 
on another 


ONE LONG 
SERIES 
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A FIRST- 
STUDENT! 
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I DION'T 

WANT TO 

BELIEVE 
‘4 


BELIEVED 
INIT. 


AND MY BODY 
DID INDEED 
REMEMBER 
THE MOVES, 

MY REFLEXES 
HONED AND. 


SENSES \\\ 
SHARPENED\. 








I HAD AN 
EPIPHANY. 


3s. THERE f iY /PRACTICE 
ARE SOMESO «S E... : fi SS WILL INDEED 
ah 2 /MPROVE 


THAT. THEY ARE 
EFFECTIVELY 


TWAT THIS ES 
was PRoor 


=|| OF INNATE 
=|] “TALENT.” 





~ 171g 
INTENDED TO 
DISCIPLINE K 
ONESELF.~ 


J WE WANT TO | 
5 WIN! I7'S| 
SO-DIFFERE| JUST IN OUR 
My Ve INSTINCTS!!, | 


os 


IRL: 


aa ¥ 





EW 


ARMOR: HASHIMOTO 







OF 
“VICTORY” 
/TSELF!!? 






lr NEVER 
| ManTED TO 


BECAME AN 
INSTRUCTOR 


INSTEAD OFA WH yd 
Fa eee y 


AND ONCE I | 


I WAS EVEN 
MOREINTENT, 








7: MARINE MESSE FUKUOKA 
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RE VICTORY, LOSS, 
OR PERSONAL 
IMPROVEMENT. 
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BENEATH 









































URA'S LOSS 

MARKED THE 

END OF THE 
TEAM'S 


CCESS, 
AND TOURYLUL 
ACADE: 


WAS SOON 
DEFEATED... 





+ WRA SAKAK/ 
NEVER SET 
FOOT IN THE 

TRAINING HALL 


|| ACADEMY KENDO 
‘| TEAM AGAIN. 
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IS THIS 
REALLY ) 
THE SAME | 


— 


TOKYO 
REJECTED ME... 
AND NOW /T'S 
REAPIN’ ITS 
REWARDS!! 


THIS IS 
ALL THAT 
= DEMONIC 
DEVIL 
ARMY'S 
WORK...! 


IT AIN'T 
MY PROB- 
LEM WHAT 
HAPPENS 
TO TOKYO 
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(STOMP) 
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ONLY 00 60 
Guest. | |i) v. 
‘ , } batts , 
Jf 
wy 


DIFFICULT TO 
WIN WITH- 
OUT YOUR 

, DAUGHTER. 





+IS FEELING 
THE EMPTINESS 
THAT COMES 
FROM THE LACK 
OF A PROPER 
RIVAL. 


=\ 


MW, S SPEAKING AS 
N\S ‘ A TEACHER 
IN’ aS AND KENDO 


INSTRUCTOR... 


ast am To Vm 
ADMIT THIS, 

EVEN I DON'T 

4] UNDERSTAND 

f f 


sol 
BELIEVE 
YOUR 
DAUGH- 





SHE HAS 
MASTERED 
HER REALM 
AND LOST 

HER REASON 

TO FIGHT. 




















THAT WAS 
MY GUESS 
AS WELL. 


THOUGH 
I SHOULD 
NOT SPEAK 
SO HIGHLY 
OF MY OWN 
DAUGHTER, 
I'M AFRAID 





: MY WIFE 
ees | GME Saxe 
THE HOME { “ayo TH 
He HO ( AND THIS 

\ TEA WAS 
SOMETHING 
SHE BOUGHT 
(| ON HER Last 


TRIP TO 
SHIZUOKA. 


THE ONLY 
PERSON WHO 
SCORED ON HER 
WAS YAMADA 
IN HER FINAL 

R. 


YOU LIKE. 





SHE MUST 
HAVE BEEN 


I ASKED 
YAMADA'S 
MIDDLE SCHOOL 


INSTRUCTOR 
TO SEB WHAT 


I SUPPOSE 
THAT MUST 
HAPPEN WITH 
EVERY GIRL 
SOONER OR 
LATER!! 


AFTER SHE 
REACHED HIGH 
SCHOOL, SHE 

SEEMS TO 
HAVE TURNED 
SHALLOW AND 
COMPLETELY 





2 SUT 
ZX 


THINK OF 





GIRLS’ 
KENDO 
ENJOYED 
A BIT OF 
PRESTIGE 
AT THE 
TIME, IF 
You 
RECALL. 


otk 


Yi 


+eI THOUGHT 
WE MIGHT 
CALL UPON 

THE HELP OF 
TELEVISION. 


THERE IS 

NOTHING 

MORE IN 
OUR POWER 


MEANING THAT 
IF YOU SUGGEST 
IT AS PART OF A 
TV SHOW, SHE'LL 

BE UNABLE TO 

REFUSE THE 

OPPORTUNITY! 


i) THAT WOULD) yaven't 


HAVE BEEN 
ANOTHER 
OE .\ CHANCE TO 


HEARD 
THE OF 
NAME IN COURSE! 
AGES!  “KENDO 
TOWN"! 





+s THERE 
WERE 
PLENTY OF 
GIRLS WHO 
WEREN'T 
SHOWN 
ON KENDO 
KOMACH/ 
WHO HAD 
PLENTY OF 
STRENGTH 
BUT NOT 
SO MUCH 
OF THE 
BEAUTY... 


AS 
YOU RECALL, 
THEY WANTED 
TO INTRODUCE 
MIGHTY AND 
GLAMOROUS 
GIRLS FROM 
ALL OVER 
JAPAN. 


| IN SECRET, 
THEY WERE 
NICKNAMED 


IN THE END, 
THEY HAD 
NINE GIRLS, 
INCLUDING 


YAMADA FROM 


KANSAI AND 


SUZUKI FROM 


TOKYO. 


THEY HELD A 
SPECIAL EPISODE 
FEATURING THE 
MANY POWERFUL 
AND BEAUTIFUL 
FEMALE STUDENTS 
ACTIVE IN THE 
KENDO WORLD, 
SUCH AS YOUR 
DAUGHTER. 





THESE ARE 
THE GIRLS 
WHO FIT 
THE BILL!! 


BUT MOST 
SEEK TO 


DEFEAT URA 
SAKAKI!! 
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VIEAARNA 
AVA 


\\ 
rN 


IF THEY 
FOUGHT NOW, 


IN ORDER 
TO BRING 
YOUR 
DAUGHTER 
BACK TO 
KENDO, SHE 
WILL NEED 
A RIVAL. 


THE NINE 


DEVELOPED 
RIVALRIES 
WITH EACH 
OTHER! 


UNLIKE YOUR 
DAUGHTER 
WHO'S TAKEN 
A BREAK FROM 
KENDO, THESE 
GIRLS HAVE 
CONTINUED 
THEIR 
TRAINING! 










% \ / y ao —_ \ iy 
\ = Lwitl 
\ CALL UPON 
TO BRING \ | | THE POWER OF 
TOGETHER TELEVISION... 
THE NINE | 


MEMBERS 
OF KENDO 
KOMACHIS// 




















THAT \ 4 
THIS PLAN IS 
CERTAIN TO 
BRING YOUR 
DAUGHTER 
BACK INTO 
THE FOLD. 
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| TOP FLOOR 
OF TOWERING 
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° KAISER 
EMPEROR 
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FAN 


HE WAS YOUR 
FRIEND! HE 





YOU'RE A 
WEAKLING! 
A COWARD! 


, | 
NoT Pott.) | i ial 
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CHAPTER 83 
TERAMOTO ANID THE 
FINAL REQUEST 


DO You 
MIND IF I 
OPEN THIS 
GIFT YOU 
BROUGHT? 


I APOLOGIZE 
IF THEY'RE 
UNPLEASANT. 


TO EXPECT, 





THIS 1S 
BRILLIANT! 


WHAT WERE 
WE TALKING 
ABOUT? 








AND NOW 


THAT YOU'RE Yj 


HERE, I'D 
LIKE TO 


SPEAK WITH |- 
YOU AS 


NOWHERE 


I NEED TO 
TELL YOU 
ABOUT, AT 


I'M HERE | 
TO TALK TERA- 

WITH YOUR Pudi 

FATHER, | = 


NO) 





SUSPICIONS, 
BASED ON 
THE WAY 

YOU'VE BEEN 
ACTING... 


AND IN - ] ) WITHOUT 
ORDER TO A WORTHY 
FILL THE | H RIVAL, you 
HOLE THAT | aie 
OPENED uP | —"- 
WITHIN YOUR 





re" 


GOING TO GET 


SOME GIRLS 
TOGETHER 
WHO WANT 
ANOTHER 
CHANCE TO 
FACE OFF 
AGAINST 


EVEN FIND 
THEM BEYOND 
YOUR CAPA- 
BILITIES... 


PERMISSION, BUT 
I SCHEDULED A 
TELEVISED KENDO 
MATCH ON YOUR 
BEHALF!! 


BUT 
SURELY YOU 
WOULDN'T 
MIND 
SWINGING 
THE SHINAI 
AGAIN, JUST 
THIS ONE /' 
TIME? /' 





GIRLS WHO 
HAVE BEEN 
HONING THEIR 
SKILLS FOR THE 
OPPORTUNITY 
TO TAKE YOU 
DOWN... 





120 


I HAVE NO 
INTENTION OF 
RETURNING 
TO KENDO!! 


SAY THAT!? 
AFTER ALL 
THAT COACH 


IT'S FOR 
MINE AS 





YOUR 
KENDO... 


DISPLAYS your 


KENDO... 
IS THE VERY 
EMBODIMENT 


«TO SEE 
THAT DREAM 
ONE MORE 
TIME!! 





-I WANT TO 


‘KNOW YOUR 
OWN DESIRE. 





















































































































































I FEEL 
LIKE...I'VE 
SEEN 


THIS MAN 
BEFORE... 


SUNYA 
TAKIGAWA!! 


IT'S WRITTEN 
RIGHT HERE IN 
THIS ARTICLE. 





. WITH A 
GIRL WHO 


SO HE 
PURSUED 


WOULD 
SUCH A NEVER 
BARBARIC 

PASTIME 
AS KENDO. 


FALL IN 
LOVE.. 


an ABO ir 70 
psa if 


Beer n Thay 7 
/T bnaigrnng 


uivoess TAND- 
ING!!. 


“in | 


y 
] 
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+I THOUGHT 
THE DEMONIC 
DEVIL ARMY 
KILLED YOU... 
WHEN You 
STOOD TO 
PROTECT 


T{DIED, 
IANDIWAS: 
BROUGHT) 





i/ 


i lormy 
J/MAGINATION...? 
A 


lf 





++ONLY 


WITH ; LEADS 
THAT THING TO MORE | 
i IN MY HAND. ff DEATH. | 





fs 


Za 


I FOUGHT 
IN SEARCH 
OF MY 
PLACE TO 
DIE. 


WHATEVER 
WORLD YOU 
WANT TO 
CREATE, I 
HAVE NO 
RIGHT TO 
STOP YOU! 


THAT 
IS WHY I 
NO LONGER 
HOLD MY 


4Y | I HAD 
I HAD NO f NOTHING TO 
MEANING B/ PROTECT 
( BEFORE. 


SWUNG 
AROUND MY 
SWORD TO 

IMPROVE 
MYSELF AND 

NOTHING 

ELSE, 


IT'S 
ONLY 
BECAUSE 


YOU ARE 
FREE TO DO 
WHAT YOU 


OF YOU 
THAT I'M 
ALIVE 


WISH WITH 
MY LIFE. 





ON! 
ITI6 A _BRINGS 


SYMBOL... PESTRUC- 


...T NEVER 
WANTED TO 
SWING A 


I'M HERE 
FOR YOU, 
BROTHER. 
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selN A PARK 
NEAR THE 
SCHOOL. 


BUT THE 
PARK WAS 
ON MY ROUTE 
HOME FROM 
SCHOOL, SO 
I DECIDED TO 
STOP BY AND 
SEE WHAT 
THE FUSS 
WAS ALL 


WE FIRST 
MET IN THE 
SPRING 
TWO YEARS 
AGO... 


MY 
CLASSMATES 
WERE IN 
HYSTERICS 
OVER THE 
FAMOUS 
ACTOR JUNYA 
TAKIGAWA 
COMING TO 
ouR 


I HAD NEIGHBOR- 
LITTLE Hoop. 
INTEREST, : 
AS I DIDN'T 
OFTEN 
WATCH 
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EVER SINCE 
_| THEN, I 
HAVE ONLY 

















i 
N| WS APART. 





CAN WE 
JUST TAKE Ps 


ALITTLE 
INTER- 
MISSION 
BEFORE YOU 
CONTINUE? 
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EVEN IN 
THE HUGE 
CONCERT 

CROWDS, HE 

STILL FINDS A 

WAY TO SPOT 
ME IN THE 


HE ALWAYS SO MIDDLE. 
LOOKS AT $ 

ME AND 

SMILES. 








ALL, OUR 
) HEARTS ARE | 
ALREADY AS } 
ONE... 


SFX: GOGOGOGOGO (RUMBLE) 


] AFTER THE 
CONCERTS, 


|GIRLS WOULD 
| WAIT OUT- 

SIDE, HOPING 
TO CATCH A 
GLIMPSE 





SENSE OF 
KINDNESS 


ATION FOR 
OTHERS. 


WHAT WOULD eiapead 
HE THINK OF 

ME BEING A 

STUDENT OF 


KENDO? 


HE PLAYS AN y 
ACTION HERO 4 WAS WHEN Ne SWINGING 
NAMED BLACK Is NEW \ THIS IMPLEMENT, 
PROGRAM FIERCELY 
STRIKING 
OTHERS... 


DURAN. 
{| STARTED. 


IT's } - 

NATE THAT “ig | «WOULD 
HE NOT BE 
Or NerOR DISGUSTED? 

TRANSFORM 
AND HIDE HIS 

FACE... ; 
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I COULD SEE 
MYSELF IN HIM, 
IN THE WAY HE 

SWINGS HIS 

SWORD FOR 

HIMSELF, 
NOT FOR 
JUSTICE. 











I GAVE 
IN TO HIS 
Hie 10 | Nee DESIRE 
WN) AND LEFT 
LONGER. \ SMM THE KENDO 


NEED IT ANY 





~ THIS IS HOW 
YOU HOLD THE 
— SHINAI, URA, 

















8S 
THE GIRLS’ SCHOOL 
THE UNIFORM THIEF 
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YOUNNY rf we HAVE 
NINE’ SAKAKI-SAN, (7 

~\ WE'RE UN- 
stoppaBle! (/// 7X’ 
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SFX: GU) CYAN 


, C HEY! NO 
\ FALLING 


ASLEEP! 


LET'S GET 
PRACTICE 
STARTED. 





NO 
THANKS, JUST A 
SENSEI. | as MINUTE, 
ISHIZUKA. 
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Secccs 


Ssoocng 

















INURSE 


CONEY 


POMISRAOON (STeS ‘i ™ 


en GRAMININGINEAVEN 


ex 








WE'RE ON THE 
DUMBER SIDE 


\ OF THINGS, SO 


‘| WE NEED To 
WORK HARDER 


Sy)! THAN EveRy- 


ONE ELSE... 


TESTS ARE | 
NEARLY 
UPON US... 
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SFX: DADADA (DASH) 
iN T MT tery 7 LZ, 
YOU WANT y 10) yi 
TO HAVE A aN) Ath) Mal 
DATE IN THE \ y 
LiBi 


RARY, \ XY \ 
DAN-KUN? D. { \\ ME TOO, 
\ 4 RIGHT!? 
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gi CRAMMING 
— FOR TESTS? 


i 
L 


ADVANTAGE 
OF NOT 
HAVING 

PRACTICE! 








Ve bas IT 
WIS FAULT. 
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TRANSLATION NOTES 


Common Honorifics 

No honorific: Indicates familiarity or closeness; if used without permission or reason, addressing 
someone in this manner would constitute an insult. 

-san: The Japanese equivalent of Mr./Mrs./Miss. If a situation calls for politeness, this is the 
fail-safe honorific. 

-sama: Conveys great respect; may also indicate that the social status of the speaker is lower 
than that of the addressee. 

-kun: Used most often when referring to boys, this indicates affection or familiarity. Occasionally 
used by older men among their peers, but it may also be used by anyone referring to a person of 
lower standing. 

-chan: An affectionate honorific indicating familiarity used mostly in reference to girls; also used 
in reference to cute persons or animals of either gender. 

-senpai: Used as a suffix or alone to address one’s upperclassmen. 

kouhai: The opposite of senpai, used to address younger schoolmates or team members. 
-sensei: A respectful term for teachers, artists, or high-level professionals. 


Page 23 

Bromide: A high-quality, usually promotional photograph of a celebrity. The name is based 
on the term “bromide paper,” a type of photograph paper that contains the chemical bromide. 
These glossy photos were first advertised in Japan using the term bromide, and the name stuck, 
even when actual bromide paper isn’t used. 


Page 29 
Shamoji: A large, flat paddle used specifically for stirring and serving rice. 


Page 38 

Hoichi the Earless: A figure from Japanese mythology, Hoichi the Earless was a blind minstrel 
haunted by ghosts that tricked him into thinking he was performing music for a feudal lord every 
night. When a priest discovered the treachery, he painted the kanji for a protective sutra all over 
Hoichi’s body, only forgetting to cover his ears. When Hoichi was next visited by the ghosts and 
the sutra protected his body, they ripped off his exposed ears in rage. 


Page 43 

Ochugen: A gift-giving occasion centered around July 15th. Gifts are delivered to people to 
whom the giver owes a formal or personal debt, such as a physician, a teacher, a helpful relative, 
etc. Perhaps Ochugen Cop is a hard-boiled detective who never forgets to display his appreciation. 


Page 53 

Gyokuryuuki: A famous, real-life high school kendo meet that is held annually in the city of 
Fukuoka in Kyushu. The Shouryuuki meet depicted in Volume 1 of Bamboo Blade was originally 
an homage to this tournament. 


Page 115 
Manju: A traditional confection consisting of a rounded, steamed bun made of flour and rice 
powder with a sweet filling inside, typically a sweet red bean paste (anko). 


Page 126 

Takijun: In Japanese, nicknames given to people, bands, T'V shows, games, anime, and so on are 
often abbreviated in a way that takes the first syllable or two of each word into a short and catchy 
phrase. The “Takijun” shown here is easy to understand when you see the name Junya Takigawa 
placed in its original Japanese order of family name first and given name last: Taki-gawa Jun-ya. 
(The show Burnish Academy is the same deal: it’s an abbreviation of the fictional comedy duo that 
hosts it, Burni-ng Da-sh.) 
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AFTERWORD 


THE BAMBOO BLADE THAT YOU SEE IN THESE PAGES IS A COLLABORATION 
BETWEEN IGARASHI-SENSEI AND I, SO IT ISN'T CREATED WITH COMPLETE AND 
TOTAL ABANDON. IN THE SERIES WHERE I HANDLE BOTH STORY AND ART, 
I’M FREE TO DO WHATEVER I FEEL LIKE, BUT BAMBOO BLADE AND MY OTHER 
CURRENT SERIES, MATERIAL PUZZLE ZERO KREUZ, ARE DRAWN BY OTHER 
ARTISTS, SO I DON’T PUT QUITE AS MUCH POISONOUS CYNICISM INTO THEM. 
I DO MY BEST NOT TO LOAD THEM WITH SNEAKY, UNPREDICTABLE PLOT 
TWISTS AND SURREAL GAGS. THE GOAL IS NOT QUITE AS MUCH ABOUT 
SATISFYING MYSELF AS SATISFYING THE READERS’ DESIRES. 


THE WORLD AROUND US IS CURRENTLY IN THE WILDLY POPULAR PART OF 
THE BOOM-AND-BLIST CYCLE WITH REGARDS TO OLD MEN, SO IT'S REALLY 
ONLY NATURAL THAT CHARACTERS LIKE COACH TERAMOTO AND UIRA'S PAPA 

BECOME THE FOCUS OF THE STORY, BLT FOR SOME REASON, MY EDITOR 

STARTED SULKING. 


“I HATE THIS. I'VE HAD ENOUGH OF THE OLD MEN. I WANNA SEE GIRLS. 
DRAW MORE GIRLS.” 


THIS EDITOR IS A HUGE FAN OF MY MANGA, SO HE TRIES TO SEE 
WHERE I'M TAKING THE STORY BEFORE ANYONE ELSE. AS I'M DRAWING 
THE CHAPTER, HE GOES, 


“IS IT READY? IS IT READY?" 
AND THEN HE STARTS BEGGING FOR DETAILS. 
“WHAT'S GOING TO HAPPEN NEXT WITH THIS?” 


BUT FINDING OUT AHEAD OF TIME RUINS ALL THE SUSPENSE AND 
EXCITEMENT, SO WHEN I TELL HIM TO BE PATIENT AND READ IT IN 
THE MAGAZINE, HE SNAPS AND SCREAMS, 


"WO WAY, MAN!” 
WHAT'S HIS PROBLEM ANYWAY? 


I'M TRYING TO FULFILL THE 
READERS’ NEEDS BY PUMPING OUT LOTS 
OF OLD MEN, BUT SINCE IT IS THANKS TO 

THIS EDITOR THAT I HAVE A SERIES AT 
ALL, I FEEL OBLIGED TO SATISFY HIM. 
IT'S REALLY HARD TO CREATE A GREAT 
MANGA WHEN YOU'RE STUCK BETWEEN A 
ROCK AND A HARD PLACE LIKE THIS. I'M 
WRITING THIS MESSAGE HERE IN THE 
HOPES THAT YOU ALL UNDERSTAND MY 
PLIGHT. PLEASE KEEP IT IN MIND AS THE 
REST OF THE STORY UNFOLDS. 


MASAHIRO TOTSUKA 
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PRODUCTION 
OF BAMBOO! 
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SO MUCH! 
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